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«W« are all grateftU as Americans . "''■^ - ' ^ 

of terrible tragedy, u we havr^oltL?^ tM».^M«, 
ill movement, not of 8tae«at1r»„ ^» '^^^ coimtry ftey ar« 

on. The Vice President in uTjl^^J'^'' l^aderaWp that c^r^uP^ 

had achieved more than aaxy other Jr^M^t^M 

y vmer President. He was jmst stmttog «i« f-|^ 

;ie\iita:tLntfh^t:^^^^^^^ - t 

have helped men ta.rr r^Wr. fZ. t r-T! ^ 
tion and contacts ior fine nVir:: v':'', '^'"^^ the board ^ .coops.l.. 

be no peace in the world S aa^rcsM * 

u 1 , it aggression builds momentuiTi and Us appetite 

goes unchecked. 

"With those thoughts, Mr pr,.qifionf n «<■ ^.rr,^ 

' ' ' t. . sicciii, all os us oiler you our warmest 

best wishes on your 60th birthday. We offer tJiein with great respect 

to Lyndon Johnson the President and with great affection to Lyndon , ^ 

Johnson the man. " ? S 

The Cabinet then presented the President with a silver pen set and desk 
blotter, inscribed with the names of the Cabinet members and a record ^ 
of the landmark laws passed in the Johnson administration. The Presi- > 
dent responded briefly and warmly, expressing his appreciation Cor the 
gift and his personal esteem for every member "of this devoted Cabinet. " 

The President informed the Cabinet that he had met with the Congressional 
leadership this morning. He planned a further meeting with the bipartisan 
leadership sometime tomorrow. Secretary Rusk then proceeded with his 
foreign policy review. 

"We see no sense in uivinu up our probes for peace. There could be 
important developments ahead. The prospects £or^ a North Vietnamese 
military victory are slight and they must know it. 

Ttoning to the situation in Eastern Europe, the Secretary underscored 
ite gravity of the existing situation. 

"The gravity is apparent because the Soviet ^-^e r ship decided tc,^^^^^^ a 
step despite great and obvious coat to thernselves he co - L^^^^^^^^ 

me enduring enmity of tl^e C.ecbs ^^aSgTJ o-iivt within the 
own among them, . . the cost of -^eatmfe j ^^^^^.^ ^,„ong 

Communist Bloc and within the world. . the ^^^^^ _ example, 

the peoples of those countries that jomed m thx. actxo. 
people of East Germany, 




iiii 



iiiiiiiiis 



^^^^ ^^^^ ^i^^f made this decision d^i^plte t^«Ni^ i^^llti' 'wpiwi 
^tlltt I!, ^'""^^ changing basic •ttlM«feii. 

n»rvou8 and fearful and therefore iltogerous. 

"We were posted on their troops and movements.,. But tfe«y wftr* »Mg 
to make their move efficiently. . . They may have beeft sarprlaed hf ^ 
strength of the Czech reaction and world outrage. They h&ve be«tt 
unable to set up a puppet government In Czechoalovakia. 

"It was possible that the Soviets could have moved elsewhere^ La«t 
Friday evening, the President^had many ominous indications [_ 

]Thare were fears and rumors about 
Rotunania circulating in many Eastern and Central European capitals. 
On Friday evening also, Dobrynin asked to see me on Saturday 
morning, while the President was in Texas. The President decided « 
and 1 think rightly to issue a strong statement about the dangers o£ 
unleashing the 'dogs of war. ' 

"The President also instructed me to see ttobrynin that night, not 
Saturday morning. I did so. I told the Ambassac^or that any new 
move could have the most serious consequences. j( 
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f ♦..^ The Soviets went to great lengths 
..There is another ^^^J^^^lon ^y ^^^^^ imperialtsts were 

z^c:::::'i?^{^ t. °" 

Germany. It is £or all of us to stay a,u,.. 

^- the Cabinet; thai at no lime, 
-1 want to say clearly to "^^;";:;".e;e"ever been any understanding 

In no way. actively or passive , l - ^ regarding spheres ot 

1. tT.,44-^.d States and Uu' u I «. " it is trvie that 

between ^^^^tragrccuon. r.n ""'"'V^n i h» co.uUct between 

zi z^ii r.»n w«- B-.;;:»: ^oc^^.^^^^ 

into ^''■"""^"'irw" '-e'V Un« d Nations. " 

We have urged lo'-e ; b „i,.d m Ih. Un. 

are entitled to the right. ^^.^^^^ 
B„,k then Otcn^sed ""^''^bUaTeral relations. 





-4- .^.r'-: '.-.M. 
"These troop movements a 1 i- ' 

for NATO. If the Soviet ^rml^sV^^T'^ comse^uenc*. 

take appropriate action Thl ""^^^^ they NAtO-»tt»t 

throughout Western Europe TK ^^^^ ^^^"^ * 8''®^* 
euphoria. ^^^'^^ shaken people out o£ thelf 

we cat: b ;it: t; c.'eTr ^^^^^^ 

nther lar^«> n,,..!? "le G.^.echo8lovakian .situation, but there are 

other large questions, and they will remain: nuclear treaties, the 
arms race. Vxetnam, the Middle East. We have got to find a middle 
ground where no doors will be closed to peace - without giving Moscow 
any xmpression that they can move with impunity. 

"We have special problems in the Senate now with the Non-proliferation 
Treaty, This should not be a problem because this is a multilateral 
treaty affecting the security of many nations, not just the US-USSR. B«fc 
the Chechoslovakian situation does affect our hopes and plans now. It 
would be terrible if the Treaty were pulled apart or defeated in the 
Congress now. We need to proceed with great care. 



Secretary Rusk continued witk soine comments on the m^fra problem. 



*'^We have ai^arently gained a ten 
"relief will ope>^te. There is no pro 



agreement now durinVwMch air 
ftm in getting food and\elp. The 
problem has alwW been getting them ibv Now we have a^smaX^tep 
forward. The Fecfe*;al troops now occupy t^- thirds of Biafra . >sOur 
eadiness and willing^s to help is not an isW. . , We have raisecJ^^ore 
$8 million already a^id we have people reaa>sto help too. But it 
is situation on the grouW that is giving us the Rouble. " 



THE PRESm^NT (11:40a- 11:45^ 

v»OaT two narties We convened and acWnow. 1 think our p^ty 
^ iXlTL^^ I hope that he wx^ad our forces now>nd 
cember, and our b<?untry after January. 

^ , ^11 conducted ouHelves properly up 

"I think wVcan say that -^«/^^^\^^"tolV goo^^ some bad come 
to and throSS th« Convention.X^ e saw some go 

■it of that Cox^ntion. . . 



It l» clear wl 




t . 5« \Tt is just where it wX,four 
.e my cho.ce ^^^^^^^ equi^ to 

the --;^^f43^esident. I didn't oLn 
,icked the \*^«/f^„^id have appointed 

would be. 



